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Not enough time to bake holiday cookies?
Let the Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary bake for you

Cookie Sale

Saturday December 12t
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10 am - 2 pm
at the Alplaus Post Office

All homemade/Sold by the pound
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Alplaus Fire Department Calls for November 2009
Fire
Incident # Date Alarm Call Type Location # Fire Fighter
Time Fighters Hours
000261 |03 NOV 2009 0fL:46 False Alarm Fire Hetcheltg wn Road 7 2.3
000262 |03 NOV 2009 O0b:46 Mutual Aid Scene Fredrick Road 7 2.0
000263 |03 NOV 2009 0B:14 Mutual Aid Scene Worden|Ro ad 8 1.9
000265 |05 NOV 2009 1R:17 Mutual Aid Scene Hollywopd Road 12 9.2
000266 |06 NOV 2009 1R:04 Mutual Aid Scene Droms Roa d 7 4.0
000267 |07 NOV 2009 1R:42 Mutual Aid Scene Willowbro ok Road 2 1.3
000268 |08 NOV 2009 20:57 Medical Emergency  Glenridg e Road 3 14
000269 |09 NOV 2009 0P:30 Medical Emergency  Glenridg e Road 2 1.1
000270 |09 NOV 2009 1pb:21 Mutual Aid Scene Glenridge Road 8 2.7
000271 |10 NOV 2009 16:40 Mutual Aid Scene Freemans Bridge 2 0.3
Road
000272 |10 NOV 2009 1j7:03 Mutual Aid Scene Oakhill D rive 3 1.8
000273 |14 NOV 2009 0B:34 Medical Emergency  Alplaus Avenue 5 2.8
000274 |17 NOV 2009 1P:18 Mutual Aid Scene Saratogp Road 3 0.2
000275 |19 NOV 2009 1B:51 Mutual Aid Standby Saratog a Road 6 3.0
000276 |22 NOV 2009 1b:42 Medical Emergency  Glenridg e Road 5 2.7
000277 |23 NOV 2009 14:21 Mutual Aid Scene Lakehill Road 7 6.0
000278 |25 NOV 2009 0P:50 Medical Emergency  Woodcfes t Drive 5 2.8
000279 |27 NOV 2009 0p:56 Medical Emergency  Glenridg e Road 6 2.1
000280 |29 NOV 2009 14:04 Medical Emergency Maplewoo d Avenue 6 3.2
000281 |30 NOV 2009 0ff:29 Mutual Aid Scene Hetchelfo wn Road 4 1.2

) he Alplaus Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary will
finish this year with our annual Holiday Cookie
Sale on December 12th at the Alplaus Post Office.
Homemade cookies will be sold from 10 AM - 2
PM for $6 a pound. So, if you don’t have time to
bake this holiday season, come see us!

The Chili Challenge will be held on January 29,
2010. Mark your calendars and get your recipe
books out. More details to follow.

At our November meeting the Auxiliary voted in
a slate of officers for 2010. President: Margaret
Rockwell, Vice President: Tracie Williams,

Each year the Auxiliary makes a contribution or
adopts a family for the holidays. This year we will
be adopting a local family in need. We will also be
spreading some holiday cheer by delivering some
homemade cookies to some of our neighbors.

Treasurer: Pat Beaver, Secretary: Jill Batson and
Kim Sheely as Trustee.

We wish everybody a happy and healthy
holiday season, and as always, stop by the fire
station any 4th Monday of the month at 7 PM and
see what we are all about.



Capt. Chris Breslin leads the crowd in “The Wave” in last month’s Schenectady Holiday Parade.
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The first measurable snowfall of the season is
falling as | write, in stark contrast to the
unseasonable weather we have enjoyed lately.
The warm temperatures made for the biggest
crowds | have seen in years at the Schenectady
Holiday Parade. With the theme in celebration
of the bicentennial of Schenectady County,

Alplaus FD members posed as Dutch
Settlers and Indians in a nod to the role Alplaus
played in the events leading to the Schenectady
Massacre. As every good Alplausian knows, the
French and Indians camped at the mouth of the
Alplaus Kill, before deciding to forego their
planned assault on Fort Orange [Albany] and
attack the nearby and poorly defended
Schenectady Stockade instead.

Remember to cast your vote at the
annual Fire District election this Tuesday,
December 8", between 6 and 9 pm. There are
two positions open on the five member Board of
Fire Commissioners, but only one declared
candidate.

The Tree Lighting with Santa will be
Saturday, December 12" Santa arrives with the
help of his borrowed fire engine ‘sleigh’ promptly
at 5 PM. Be sure to be on time if you want to
help Santa light the tree; then inside the
firehouse we all go to sing, laugh and feast.

Happy Holidays to all!



While | write this, the first snow of the season is
beautifying the whole outdoors. As the official
Alplaus Bird Lady | am embarrassed to say | still
don't have my feeders up! But tomorrow the birds
will once again be able to feast in my yard on
several kinds of seed and suet.

Of course, that means the squirrels will be fed
too. Art and Judy Harris are having a terrible time
with the very clever squirrels
that have managed to figure
out ways to get to the food.
They leap off deck posts onto
tiny branches and climb to
where they can drop to the
feeders, and they climbed the
feeder pole till the cone baffle
was installed. Feeders have
been moved, and things re-
arranged, so eventually | bet
Judy and Engineer Art will
have them beat!

Pileated Woodpeckers

by Shawna Thompson

seem more common in December. Watching one
fly the other day, | made note of the long neck,
huge beak and short tail. With it's straight flight,
and wings flapping then pausing, flapping then
pausing, it looked rather like some kind of
imaginary rocket ship! Goldfinches also have a
distinctive flight pattern that curves up and down
like a sine wave as they move forward. The wings
of Mourning Doves whistle when they take off and
Blue Jays often squawk while in flight.

Sometimes, even if you can't clearly see the
bird, it can be identified by these flight clues. Not
for flightless birds, though. So the penguins
recently spotted in Alplaus were identified by
shape and color alone (in the Halloween Parade!)
and the songbird that migrated to
Cobleskill was so well-known it was no trouble to
identify him. (Nice job, Gray.)

Whether you identify birds by sight, sound, or
flight pattern, give the Bird Line a call at 399-0490
or e-mail swanalaka@aol.com to share your
story.
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Christmas Luminaries

About 20 years ago the Alplaus United Methodist€h introduced the hamlet of Alplaus
to Christmas luminaries. A couple of years afterfdmilies here started putting out the luminaries
on Christmas Eve, the Schenectady Gazette featuradticle and picture of the numerous
luminaries lining our streets. The more familieatthut out the luminaries, the more impressive the
sight is.

Luminaries are small white bags with a burningdta inside that are placed outside along
your sidewalk on Christmas Eve. They are an adapt&iom the small bonfires that were built in
front of each home in Mexico to welcome the Chadktld on Christmas Eve. People in New
Mexico carried on this tradition for many years.véwer, one year in the early®@entury, one
family had been unable to adequately prepare #uitional home bonfire because of illness in their
family. As the holiday season drew near, the yoshghild placed a broken candle in a paper bag
partially filled with sand, and placed it outsideeir home to keep the tradition and welcoming spiri
alive. These “little lights” or “farolitos” have lbeme a popular way to keep this welcome tradition
alive.

Luminaries will be available for purchase agais §fear. You can contact Barb or Dan
Trask at 399-6454 to place an order. They will @60 per dozen, which will include the bags
and candles. Wouldn't it be great if Alplaus cogkt the majority of the houses decorated with
these lights again this year, making a long, catirs welcome for Christ?
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HiSTORY OF THE COMMUNITY LUNCHEONS AT THE ALPLAUS U.M.C.
by Mary Herrick — November 2009

The Community Luncheons were started in
the 1970’s as an outreach to the people in the
community of Alplaus. Minnie Congdon and
Mary Jackson were the first chairpersons of
the luncheons, which were held the second
Tuesday of each month from September
through June. Young mothers brought their
children. Kirk Herrick went to the Glendale
Nursing Home to pick up a car full of
residents each month for many years. They
marked the date on their calendars and looked
forward to attending. They always liked our
bingo games because they said we had the
best prizes.

When Minnie and Mary no
longer could continue with
the luncheons, Minnie’s
daughter Betty didn’t want to
see them discontinued. So
Betty and Bill Vedder took
over for many years. We hac
special decorations and
special foods for holidays.

At Christmas we always sang
Christmas carols led by Kirk
and later by Dolly Waxman.

During this time, the residents of the
Wildwood Home on Bruce Drive started to
attend. They are a wonderful group of people
who have helped to carry on our tradition.

When the Vedders left, Mary and Kirk
Herrick took over. With the help of so many
people, they were able to continue the
luncheons for several more years.

We then had Tonya offer to take over in
2007. This was wonderful because Tonya is
so energetic and loves to cook. Tonya wanted
to try holding the luncheons every month. So
we found this quite successful during 2009. It
seemed as though there were a number of
people who didn’'t go away during the
summer and this was a chance to get together
and visit with their friends.

We have people
coming from
Scotia,
Schenectady,
Charlton, Rexford,
Burnt Hills,
Saratoga and, of
course, Alplaus.
We still meet the
second Tuesday of
each month
between 11 AM and
2 PM with people bringing delicious dishes to
share. Everyone is invited to attend and join
in fellowship, great food and also bingo.
Come!

E. GRAY WATKINS

ATTORNEY AT LAW
GENERAL PRACTICE

REAL ESTATE

WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES
CORPORATE LAW
PERSONAL INJURY

371-6125
1745 RT. 9
Clifton Park, N.Y.




Notes from the Only Church in Alplaus

Do you feel that you're
at the bottom of a long hill
with Christmas at the peak
and that if you could just get
over the hump life would
calm down again? Is
celebrating the birth of the
Christ high on your list of
favorite times of year, or do
you dread the mania of the
preparation? For clergy this
is a busy season with extra
elements in worship services,
extra worship services, and -
often - many year-end reports
and meetings.

And yet... there’s an excitement to the season.awieipate seeing family and people we
may not have seen in a while. We love seeing doemtion of the sanctuary. And we remind
ourselves and others that we are not only prepaoicglebrate the first arrival of the Christ among
us, but are also anticipating and preparing foisksond arrival.

Children, especially, can raise our spirits ancteénfectious excitement as Christmas
approaches. So, all who wish to, may attend oad&y School Christmas pageant at the close of
worship (about 11:15-11:30 AM) on Sunday, Decenit®t

Not everyone can find joy in their hearts at Chnig$ time. Those who are trying to celebrate
this holiday in the absence of loved ones no lomgtr them, those whose personal situation
(difficult economy, loss of job or home, etc.) lthained the joy, may view the season as a slide
into depression. The Alplaus church will offerBite Christmas” service at 7 PM on Wednesday,
December 16 in an effort to help, to remind you thare is always someone standing by you.

Finally, we will hold our candlelight Christmas Eservice on Christmas Eve (what a novel
idea!), Thursday, December 24 at 7 PM. Come arikl wathe path alight with luminaria, hear the
familiar scriptures and sing the familiar hymns atneith old friends and neighbors, and join in the
celebration.

And after the holiday season, we will have anotbast beef dinner in mid-January (date not
quite finalized yet). Watch for the announcemaerthie January HTN.

We wish all a Merry Christmas and pray that all wild blessing in this holiday season.



